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reiiaion:evil comes in all faiths
By Rev. Connie Seifert

Jim Jones told his followers to
think of him as both Christ and
God in human form. He said that
the Jonestown community he was
creating in Africa would be free of
racism and poverty.
Publicly he was committed to
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disadvantaged of his day. Away
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from he public eye, he brutalized
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those who disagreed with him. He
was addicted to drugs. In 1977, he
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was responsible for the deaths of
Dick Sterling - Editor/General Manager
over 900 people. He gave them
Bobbi Sterling- Circulation Mgr.
poisoned drinks. Jim, himself, was
Robin Jarboe -Advertising
found with a single gunshot wound
to the head.
. Sandy Wyman - Reporter
Nancy McConnell - Reporter
David
Koresh
was
excommunicated from the Seventh
(315) 287-2100
Day Adventists when he was a
teenager. As an adult, he
proclaimed himself to be the
Christian Messiah. Followers later
reported that he claimed any
woman he wanted from among
their wives and daughters.
In 1993, 76 of his followers
died with him in. a fire after a 51day siege in Waco, Texas. Autopsy
The three fatal school incidents over the past week have certainly reports showed that at least 20 had
been shot including five children.
opened our eyes to what can happen, even in places where violence
His surviving followers continue to
is the last thing residents would expect. The comments, "how could
wait for his return to earth.
this have happened here," were echoed from shocked residents in
Timothy McVeigh grew up a
Colorado, less than an hour from where the tragic Columbine
devout Roman Catholic. He was a
shootings took place about seven years ago, from a rural Amish
registered Republican and a
school in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and a school in Wisconsin. In
member of the National Rifle
each case a weapon was taken into the school, and in each incident
Association, On April 19, 1995 he
blew up the Alfred P. Murrah
people were killed. Where will it stop, and what can we do to make
Federal Building killing 168
sure nothing like this ever happens in our schools? How can we
people, injuring 850 others and
protect our kids from psychos, bent on making a name for
damaging 300
buildings
in
themselves?
Oklahoma City,
After the tragedy at Columbine, school districts far and wide
There is an email circulating
installed security devices in their buildings. Schools were, for the
now which begins with a list of
most part, like fortresses. It was very difficult for people who didn't terrorist attacks. All are attributed
belong to find their way in. The number one priority was to keep
to Muslims, and were, in fact,
kids safe. Quite frankly, for some time after the Columbine
carried out by terrorists who
massacre, it was very difficult to get into a public school. Many had followed the Islamic faith. Readers
of this email are encouraged to
officers in place, watching for people who looked like they didn't
boycott a certain holiday stamp,
belong.
which commemorates two Muslim
Even though that may still be the focus, times has a way of
Holy Days.
helping us to forget. The incidents across the nation during the
The letter begins with this
current school year, and there have been many more than most
statement: "How ironic is this?
people realize, certainly indicate that those measures to keep
They don't even believe in Christ
unauthorized people out of school buildings need to be looked at
but they're getting their own
again. We need to demand from our school officials that our kids are
as safe as. can be expected, that the buildings aren't protected solely Christmas stamp...." "They" refers
to Muslims.
by a "report to the office" sign on the door, and that strangers on
Since the terrorist attack on the
school campuses are confronted and questioned.
World Trade Center on 9/11/2O01,
The incident in Colorado last week reflected the nightmares that those who are Muslims have been
many of us had after the incident seven years ago. It should never
subject to discrimination and
have happened.
hatred. This email is one example.
Not all Muslims are terrorists
A strange-man, many claim, was homeless, in this 50s, sat in a
vehicle-in thejschool parking JpJ. He didn't go unnoticed,,bjut nobody anymore than all Christian
thoughtitwasioddlhat this stranger sat alone, drinking ajconqf,,in a ministers are murderers like Jim
school parking lot while school was in session. At some point he left Jones, or fanatics like David
Koresh. Nor are all terrorists
his vehicle. Armed, he entered the school building, chose a
Muslims. The citizens of Oklahoma
classroom, and took over. He selected a handful of girls, is alleged to City know this.
have sexually abused or, at the least, fondled them, and than waited
The stamp we are being asked
for police to make the next move. They did. He managed to kill a
to boycott is not a Christmas stamp.
popular 16-year-old girl before he cowardly took his own life.
It was designed long before there
On Monday a very similar incident took place at an Amish
was a 9/11 bombing, at a time
school in Pennsylvania. A milk truck driver, said to be a good father, when we honored and respected
a hard worker, decided it was time to make a name for himself. With different world religions. It is part
of a Holiday Celebration Series,
perverted sex on his mind, plenty of materials, weapons and
includes
stamps
for
ammunition in his hands, he entered the one-room schoolhouse. Like which
Hannukah,
Kwanzaa
and
the sicko in Colorado, he chose little girls, between the ages of ix
The Arabic words
and 13, to be his victims. When the cops showed up he shot each one Thanksgiving.
on this particular stamp mean,
of his 11 victims. At least five are now dead. He too took the
"blessed festival,"
coward's way out with a self-inflicted gunshot wound.
The two Muslim holidays
commemorated are Eid Al -Fitr and
The Wisconsin incident involved a teenager mad at his high
Eid Al-Adha
school principal. He simply took a gun to school and shot the
The first is a three day
principal dead.
celebration which comes at the end
These three incidents certainly have made the headlines over the of a month of fasting and praying
called Ramadan. It will be
past week. But I was surprised, no shocked, to learn that there have
celebrated on October 23 rd of this
already been 24 incidents involving weapons at public school in the
year.
United States since the school year began. And it's only the first of
The second holy day comes
October! These incidents certainly didn't all result in deaths. Many
after an annual pilgrimage to the
were quelled before they were started. But enough of them weren't
holy city of Mecca. It is a
to make us all realize that something needs to be done.
remembrance
of
Abraham's
President Bush commented on the problem this week. But it's
willingness to sacrifice his son,
not up to the Federal government to make policies to address gun
Ishmael. (The Christian story tells
violence in our schools. If that were the case, we would be waiting
of the near sacrifice of Abraham's
son Isaac.) The Muslim holy day of
forever for decisions to be made.
^
I feel it should be up to each individual school district to develop Eid Al-Adha will be celebrated on
December 29th of this year.
a plan to ensure that they don't end up on CNN because some nut
The terrorists who blew up the
decided to make a name for his (of her) self. Many policies are
World Trade Center, as well as
already in place. Most of the equipment that is needed to make our
those who committed the other acts
schools safe is already in place. We need to make sure that it's used of terror listed in this email hated
as was intended.
everyone who did not think exactly
When the Columbine shootings happened, our current senior
the way they did. They were
class was not yet in middle school. The current crop of seventh
willing to kill innocent civilians.
graders were just starting kindergarten. School district officials need They were willing to die
themselves.
to pull their staff, students and community members together to
Their
children
and
explain policies concerning school safety. Students need to know
what to do if something strange ever happens in their presence. That grandchildren will inherit this
legacy of fanatic hate. Their
same network that worked so well after Columbine, to make sure
descendants may or may not
someone knows when something doesn't "look right," needs to be
become
terrorists. But the
reinforced.
fact remains that there are 2-6
Safety in our schools begins at our schools, not with an act of
million Muslims living in the
Congress, or in Albany. School district officials need to be sure that
United States. They are not all
parents know their kids are safe when they're dropped off at school
terrorists. They do not all hate
each morning, and remain safe all day.
Certainly, no building or individual is ever 100 percent safe. But Americans. Most of them are lawabiding
American
citizens
doing our best to be sure that our kids are not the next victims of a
themselves.
nut with a grudge, a sick mind or a dream that tells him to abuse
This email stirs up the same
little girls, can run free through the halls of our schools, armed like a kind of blind hate that fuels
commando, and hell bent on making a name for himself at the
terrorism. It blames the Muslim
expense of school children.
religion as a whole instead of the
Let's make sure that Gouverneur, Russell, DeKalb Junction, Star terrorists who did the killing. Do
Lake, Harrisville, Hammond or any other community in Northern
we blame Christianity for people
like Jim Jones, David Koresh or
New York where kids go to school, never ends up in the national
Timothy McVeigh? They all
headlines.
claimed to be followers of the God
Demand that our schools are as safe as possible. After all, it's
who
sent Jesus.
our kids who are the potential victims!
Do we need to outlaw the
-<Dic^Ster&n£ Republican party or the National
Rifle Association because of
Timothy McVeigh? Of course not.
Nor do we want to make a big deal
out of the fact that Timothy was
St. Lawrence County Office for
The program is called "St. Roman Catholic, He was a terrorist
the Aging will be managing a
Lawrence County Cares" and will who was responsible for the deaths
disease and care management
provide mental health and physical of innocent people.
program funded by the New York
health support to select Medicaid
This Christmas stamp email
State Department of Health.
recipients, age 18 - 64, in St. implies that Muslims had some part
Lawrence County.
in designing, selling and thus
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Editorial....

Violence in our schools...
Columbine relived this week

Office of the Aging program

eaking

profiting from the sale of this
stamp. There is no Muslim
connection.
The stamp was
designed,
marketed
and all'
proceeds go to the United States
Postal Service.
This email suggests that a
patriotic American and/or a good
Christian will want to boycott this
stamp. It implies that this postage
stamp commemorating holy days of
the Islamic religion an evil
enterprise which supports and
promotes terrorism.
Terrorism is an evil enterprise,
All religions may be carried to
extremes by extremists. Since 9/M
we have become highly suspicious
of the Islamic faith and the words
contained in their holy book, The
Koran. All holy writings may be
taken out of context, are open to
interpretation and may be used as
the justification for terrible actions,
Christians
fought
against
Christians during the Civil War.
Both sides used the Bible as
justification for their viewpoints upholding slavery as an institution
blessed by God; or as an
unacceptable way to treat other
human beings.
Did you know that the Bible
condones a father selling his
daughter into slavery? (Exodus
21:7) Slavery was part and parcel
of daily life when the Bible was
written. Slavery became part and
parcel of our economy in the early
days of this nation. It took a long
and bloody war to change that.
There
was . no
blanket
condemnation of The Holy Bible or
all Christians because of slavery,
The blanket condemnation of The
'Koran and Muslims fails to
understand the wholly human face

Letter to
the Editor

Dirty water
cited at GHS
To the Editor,
1 hope, with the next round of
renovations at Gouverneur Central
School, the management picks a
contractor that at least knows that
water runs downhill!
Every night, when I clean the
brand new change rooms, I have to
try and sweep the shower' water
from" room back into the shower
room, and then uphill, back into the
drains.
As taxpayers, we should be real
proud that our kids have to walk
through somebody else's dirty
water!
I hope when they put in the new
roofs they work better than this.
Ed Jones
A disgusted worker
And taxpayer
Gouverneur

of terrorism, regardless of the
religion a terrorist uses to justify
their brand of terror.
Our energies need to be put
into the battle against terrorism.
There is no question about that.
When we instead focus our fear and
hate on the religion espousedtoythe
terrorists instead of the terrorists
themselves, we have lost before we
begin. Any religion may spawn
terrorists... even Christianity.
We must each decide if we will
delete or forward this Christmas
stamp email. We must each decide
if we will hate all Muslims as
potential terrorists, or get to know
some individually and learn about

this "other" religion, What do
Christianity and Islam have in
common? What are the major
differences? As citizens of a
democracy, we are free to learn...
and free to follow the religion of
our choice.
We must each decide f„_
ourselves whether we will boycott
this little postage stamp. The Post
Office cannot force us to buy it.
Boycotting this stamp has nothing
to do with fighting or preventing
terrorism. Still, we are free to
choose - because we live in a
democracy where freedom of
religion is an ideal we need to
preserve.

Letters To A Home Town

Is that a raccoon
the shopping cart?
By Angel Thompson-Georges
When people ask me why I moved to New York City, the most
frequent answer I give is; "you see there was this boy...." Boys are
the catalyst for many things that end in trouble, to be fair, girls are
too, but there is little in this world that better explains why someone
takes a path headed for what seems sure disaster than that four letter
word LOVE!
Our first apartment was on the second floor, with a window in
every room and was just a block from the park. The windows didn't
offer much of a view but they let in plenty of light. Day and night
they let in light. In my request that 'The Boy' find an apartment with
windows, (he'd been living in a basement apartment suitable to a
troll) I had failed to consider that every night New York City is lit
ilike a full moon on January snow. Needless to say, at first I had
trouble sleeping.
As everyone knows, when lying awake in the middle of the
night, every sound demands identification, especially when you are
in a strange place. They call it the city that never sleeps, but I think
Ani DiFranco said it best when she called it 'the city that never shuts
up! Cars and people talking are easy to identify, but some things just
aren't what you might think.
For example the rattle of a garbage can. When the cans under our
bedroom window started clanging at 1 a.m., I was suddenly
transported back to camping with my Aunt Ruth and Uncle Don at
Eighth Lake. In that brief moment, I was sure that it must be a black
bear! Being adult and therefore (theoretically) more logical, I calmed
my nerves from the initial jolt and decided it was just a raccoon.
Raccoons have managed to adapt well to city life, and living so near
the park I was sure I knew the sound.
That is until I heard the shopping cart. Raccoons do not use
shopping carts, no matter how well they have adapted! I woke up
The Boy'. With a sleepy smile he assured me it wasn't a bear and a
raccoon out joy riding in cart stolen from the local grocery. He told
me that it was probably the grandfatherly-looking guy up the block,
or one of the others in the neighborhood that collects bottles and cans
for the deposits.
Unbeknownst to me before that night, collecting nickel deposits
is considered a vocation in New York City. Like raccoons and bears,
people adapt to their surrounding, and some have found a way to
make a living off of other people's trash.
From that day forward, any time I have a returnable bottle I set it
aside for the late night 'raccoons'. Every one appreciates when their
job is made a little easier.
And in case you are wondering, 'The Boy' and I are happily
married.
I hope this letter has found you and yours in good spirits and
good health. Until I write again...
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